Poland has taken part in NATO operations since 1996 -even before its membership in NATO. From the very beginning this involvement was connected with the implementation of the changing objectives of Poland's foreign policy. Hence, the distinguished feature of these activities was high level of political will to use force for clearly defined political purposes. Before Poland became a NATO member in 1999, the goal of Poland's participation in NATO operations was to demonstrate that it was a valuable candidate for Alliance membership. After its entry into NATO in the early years of the twenty-first century, Poland, by taking part in Alliance operations, sought to prove that the decision of membership was justified. In the late first decade of the twenty-first century the aim of Poland's participation in NATO operations was to strengthen its political position in the Alliance. This evolution and changing goals clearly confirms that Poland tries to find its position and role in the structure and functioning of the international order emerging after the end of the Cold War. Consequently, this reflects the rationality of the state adjusting to the changing reality and seeking there its place corresponding with the changing position and changing aspirations. Poland aims at being not only 'a consumer' but also a 'producer' of security. Its membership of the Atlantic Alliance and striving for privileged relations with the United States play a special role in this process. These activities were accompanied by shortcomings of both the quality of military equipment and limited financial possibilities of the Polish state. Moreover, at the beginning of the second decade of the twenty-first century, and particularly from the side of the President's office were raised arguments that high costs of Poland's involvement in Afghanistan are becoming barrier to modernization of Poland's military forces. 
The implementation of the foregoing goals was also accompanied by Poland's preferences concerning the vision of the NATO Alliance in the conditions of its transformation and adaptation to the post-Cold War international arena. One of the tendencies of this process is the practice of undertaking missions not mandated by Article 5 of the Washington Treaty, that is, not confined to collective defence, but the missions which involve operations outside the Euro-Atlantic area, or even on a global scale. Poland's acceptance of this tendency towards evolution in NATO's functioning, especially preferred by the United States, was accompanied by fears that the capability for collective defence might be weakened.
The collective defence issue is particularly significant for Poland, given its geopolitical situation. Paradoxically, the formula (emphasized by Poland) of selective involvement in out-of-area operations was intended to strengthen rather than weaken the Alliance's collective defence capability since Poland assumed that it was possible to maintain the meaning of Article 5 of the Washington Treaty through actions in the spirit of Allied solidarity by supporting NATO's political and military activities. Poland concluded that participation in NATO missions created conditions for the country's rising position in the Alliance and provided grounds for expecting reciprocity and solidarity on the part of the other member states also under Article 5. It was explicitly emphasized that NATO's existence and its efficacy also in solving global security problems was of vital interest for Poland, hence its approval for selective globalization of operations (Pawłowski, 2010, pp. 98-99) .
Poland's participation in NATO operations is a complex and dynamic process. It is assumed that its analysis requires taking into account the factors that determine it, with special consideration for Poland's changed geopolitical situation after the Cold War, historical experiences of Poland's involvement in UN peacekeeping operations, and for the role of public opinion. It is also necessary to analyse the political strategy which is served by Poland's participation in NATO operations and to examine the implementation of this process. Of significance for the reconstruction of the political strategy will be the analysis of NATO's significance for Poland's security policy, evolution in understanding threats to international security, and preferences for the mechanism of collective defence. The key elements in the analysis of the process of implementing Poland's participation in NATO operations include normative grounds, decision-making process and operational activities.
